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the United States. In return, the Fed-
eral Government entered into a num-
ber of agreements that promised to 
provide health care services among 
many other benefits to Native Ameri-
cans. 

The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights 
report notes that specifically Native 
Americans are 770 percent more likely 
to die from alcoholism, 650 percent 
more likely to die from tuberculosis, 
427 percent more likely to die from dia-
betes, 280 percent more likely to die 
from accidents, and 52 percent more 
likely to die from pneumonia or influ-
enza than the rest of the United States, 
including white and other minority 
populations. These statistics are ap-
palling, and I think they are just plain 
heart breaking. 

There are many reasons why this 
health status of Native Americans con-
tinues to be poor, such as social and 
cultural and structural barriers, but 
the number one reason why American 
Indians and Alaska natives suffer dis-
proportionately from a poor health sta-
tus is because the United States Gov-
ernment refuses to invest the funding 
needed to improve the health status for 
Native Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, the Federal Govern-
ment is willing to expend nearly twice 
the amount of Federal dollars to fund 
health care services for Federal crimi-
nals than it spends on health care serv-
ices for Native Americans. How does 
that seem fair? 

Mr. Speaker, the U.S. Government 
can and must do better by American 
Indians and Alaska natives. The first 
step towards achieving that goal is re-
authorizing the Indian Health Care Im-
provement Act. This legislation is de-
signed to provide parity between Na-
tive American health care and the rest 
of America. The bill enjoys the support 
of Indian country and bipartisan sup-
port in the House and Senate. Yet it 
languishes in this Congress, awaiting 
the administration to submit its views. 

Accordingly, I urge my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle to press upon the 
Bush administration to send its state-
ment of administration policy to the 
Congress so we can pass this important 
piece of legislation. The longer we 
take, the longer Native Americans will 
continue to suffer.

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. GINGREY) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. GINGREY addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BLUMENAUER addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

REPUBLICANS GRILL BERGER 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, well, 
today we finally have the 9/11 Commis-
sion report; but unfortunately on the 
other side of the aisle, they want to 
focus on Sandy Berger, a former high-
ranking official in the Clinton adminis-
tration and his transgressions, what-
ever they might be. Whatever they 
might be, they did not kill 3,000 people. 
They did not destroy the World Trade 
Center. They did not attack the Pen-
tagon, the United States of America, 
attempted to attack the Capitol and 
the White House, and he is not plan-
ning another attack on the United 
States of America, unlike al Qaeda, 
who is still out there planning another 
attack. 

In fact, we have heard from the head 
of homeland security. It is an immi-
nent threat of attack that will happen 
sometime between now and the elec-
tion. And this report points to the fact 
that we have not taken the steps nec-
essary to utilize and better utilize the 
resources of the Government of the 
United States of America to forestall 
that attack. 

Now, remember, a number of us on 
this side of the aisle called for a Cabi-
net-level position to coordinate intel-
ligence on the head of the homeland se-
curity. The President said no; but after 
public opinion moved against him, fi-
nally they threw out a proposal, just 
about 2 years ago today. 

And 2 years ago today they threw out 
this proposal, full-blown from the base-
ment of the White House, to create a 
270,000-person bureaucracy that would 
be the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity; but curiously enough, it did not 
go to the issues raised in this report, 
which is it did not touch the intel-
ligence agencies, the CIA, all the intel-
ligence agencies at the Defense Depart-
ment. They were excluded from Home-
land Security. It did not go to the FBI, 
who failed to coordinate and get the in-
formation and share information with 
the CIA and let people into the country 
who were on a terrorist watch list, but 
we let them into the country with 
visas who were some of the perpetra-
tors of this attack. 

They say we need to make major 
structural changes to address those de-
ficiencies. We have not made them. 
The Department of Homeland Security 
did not do it. We created this little 
weeny thing called the TTIC, Terrorist 
Threat Information Center, where the 
various agencies sent over short-term 
detailees who have no authority, who 
are supposed to share; but they still do 
not share. They do not like to share. 
We have multibillion dollar intel-
ligence agencies, and they are like 3-
year-olds. It is mine; it is mine. They 
do not want to share. Unfortunately, 
people die when they do not share, and 
we need to break down that culture. 

Now they want to go back and blame 
Berger and the Clinton administration. 

This report says both the Clinton ad-
ministration, the Clinton administra-
tion and the Bush administration are 
to blame, but that is history. What are 
we going to do today to adopt the rec-
ommendations of this report? Because 
they say the problems are ongoing. 
They are ongoing. They are still not 
sharing. We are still not coordinating. 
We are not defending ourselves to the 
best of our ability. They make two rec-
ommendations, a national 
counterterrorism center. Great idea, 
seems like to me. And a national intel-
ligence director, who would be ap-
pointed by the President, based in the 
White House, with a large staff and 
would have the authority to make the 
intelligence agencies and the FBI 
share. No more 3-year-olds saying 
mine, mine, you cannot have it, but 
make them share in a meaningful way. 

Put together the pieces of the puzzle. 
They point out here we had 10 pieces of 
the puzzle, but we failed to put it to-
gether. We cannot fail again, but they 
are saying we will. This is a non-
partisan report, unanimous by Repub-
licans and Democrats alike. Most 
former elected officials, Governors, 
Senators, Members of Congress. This 
should not be politicized.
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Let us not waste time down here 
talking about Sandy Berger. Maybe he 
committed a crime, maybe. Maybe he 
did not. Fine. They are investigating, 
put him in jail if he committed the 
crime. That is not the point. The point 
is there is someone out there planning 
an attack on the United States today 
which has nothing to do with what that 
guy might have done or not done, but 
it has a lot to do with what we have 
not done here with the inadequacies of 
the Homeland Security Department 
that we adopted 2 years ago that are 
ongoing. 

It is all in this report. I urge people 
to get a copy, to read it and to demand 
that their Members of Congress, their 
Senators take meaningful action in the 
near future. 

f 

CELEBRATING INDIA’S 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I offer my warmest congratu-
lation, to the people of India and the 
Indian Diaspora as we approach India’s 
Independence Day on August 15. 

On that day in 1947, India marched 
forward into a future of uncertainty. 
With a struggling economy and high il-
literacy and poverty rates, many chal-
lenges lay in India’s path. Now many of 
these challenges have been overcome 
and greater economic opportunities 
have been created every day for the 
people of India. 

More importantly, India is our ally 
and a democratic friend. America is 
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